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An improved cantilever, a working
drainage system, the first brick repair
and at last, a home security system.

An extraordinarily wet summer slowed progress on
some of the exterior work, but proved to be a
boone for tracing leaks. Don’t worry, there are

plenty more where they came from. Fortunately, fall brought
drier weather and  catch-up time. Yet much needed to be
done before snow began to fly.

The skylights and trellis, the most complicated area of
the house, required the combined efforts of carpentry,
steel fabrication, and sheet metal work in an intricate
interrelationship. The trellis cantilever was shored up with
the help of an engineer and ten foot long steel support
saddles. Once in place the trellis sag was cured. After
removal of the buried fuel oil tank, an open ditch on the
north side of the house was transformed into a much
needed drainage system funneling rain water away from
the retaining wall and out to the street. Planter boxes,
both hand dug last summer, were rebuilt with original
bricks and skim coated inside, ready for metal liners as
originally specified. Water-soaked plaster that had fallen

down in the entryway and living room exposed clear
passage for running security wires, sound system and
additional phone lines throughout the house. In restoration,
even the darkest cloud has a silver lining. `

Following is a photo essay on fall accomplishments.
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Planter box wall deterioration.
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D R A I N A G E S Y S T E M

After removal of the fuel tank (see The Garden Wall,

Volume 1, Issue 1) a drainage system was laid to funnel

some of the water shed from the roof away from the north

side retaining wall. `

S U P PO R T P R O T O T Y P E S

On the left is a sample section of steel saddle as proposed

by an engineer. The weight of his design proved excessive.

The fabricators who made up the sample chuckled when

told it was for a trellis. We opted for a scaled down

version made of lighter gauge steel without the triangular

box sections. This design minimized weight and has proven

sufficient for the degree of support we required. When the

steel was bolted in place and the jacks removed there was

only minor deflection and most of that was due to

compression of the soft wood. ̀


