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Restoration of mechanical systems
and sealing up the envelope.

During the seven or eight years of abandonment
the Malcolm Willey house had been repeatedly
broken into. The primary entrance, screwed shut,

was unusable due to a break in that shattered the jamb.
One of the guest room french doors was missing after
another forced entry and some of the window glass was
absent or broken for the same reason.

Water had been migrating into the house for years,
rotting the structure and creating a potentially hazardous
environment. One of our first concerns was airing out
the house to begin drying the interior. The smell of
mildew hung thick in the air. Upholstery and publications
in particular, remaining in the house reeked of mildew.
Ultimately, every surface was cleaned with bleach water
and ventilated to moving air. Minor mold spots were
found but tests show no serious infestation so far. Good
news but obviously we’d never get the house dry until
all the leaks were plugged. It would be arrogant to
assume that they have all been identified at this point,
but thanks to a wetter than normal summer we tracked

many of their sources. The chimney, the skylights, some
roof locations, the planter boxes, the bedroom, study
and living room thresholds. `

Following is a photo essay on spring and summer restora-
tion accomplishments at the Willey House.
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Removing a skylight for restoration.
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R E M O V A L O F S K Y L I G H T S

The original skylights were constructed from galvanized

steel. Over time they rusted in places where water collected.

Channels in the flat sheet metal roofing between the sky-

lights have typically dammed up with acorns, leaves and

branches, Water pooled there and rose high enough to

seep through the skylights. The glass panes had been tarred

repeatedly to seal them against leakage. Several panes

were broken and one was missing. The skylights had been

designed with a 1/2" interior channel and drainage tubes

for condensation to run down and escape. While refitting

the new units we discovered that the skylights had been

out of level by over 3/4" which caused the collected

condensate to run back toward the interior. Rotting and

staining interior wood trim in the process. `


